NAZI  AND  NAZARENE                               7

and their losses. The thing, it seems to them, has
got to come; it is the only way in which the country
can be pulled together, or it is the only way of
avoiding bloodshed and constant friction; our
political liberties must go; what remains to us? Our
personal liberties, at least; a totalitarian regime can
have no reason to grudge us those.

Political and Personal Liberty

It is to be remembered that political liberty and
personal liberty are not the same thing; if you belong
to a minority in a country where matters are decided
by the counting of heads, your personal liberty may
be drastically curtailed. And this applies not only to
the individual (as when a majority of your fellow-
citizens determines to enforce prohibition laws), but
to voluntary associations within the State, and above
all to religious bodies. The Catholic Church, in par-
ticular, has had much to suffer from the democracies.
Where she is in a minority, statesmen will often
forbid her the liberty of teaching, or of public
action, precisely for fear that the minority may
grow into a majority, to the detriment of their own
rival culture. In Germany, her position had been
threatened by State Lutheranism on one side, by
international Socialism on the other. Amid the tangle
of political parties, German Catholics had been
driven, unwillingly, to organise a political party of
tfaeir own; it had seemed the only way of defending
their personal liberty. When all the parties disap-
peared, the Centre with the rest, it looked as if